CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY  17th MAY 2007.
Present:
David Brown : Chair


Douglas Micklethwait 


Becki Withers 

.

Eddie Quirk






Tim Harker



Jonny Sykes









David Clark : Parish Clerk
In attendance :  KDC Cllr Peter Veasey and Mr Barry Caddick (CEV)
Acceptance of Office: Of the seven (re)elected unopposed Members, the above six attended and signed the required Declaration of Acceptance of Office: forms to be filed with these Minutes.  The remaining Member, Cllr Simon Falla, did not attend but, given the nature of his employment, it was unanimously agreed that he should be permitted/required to sign the appropriate Declaration by the next Meeting (28th June 07).
After-note by Clerk :   Cllr Simon Falla duly signed his Declaration form before me on 20th May 2007
ITEM 1 :   ELECTION OF CHAIR
1.1
The outgoing Chair, Cllr Brown presided for this item and called for proposals for the post of Chair. Cllr Sykes proposed Cllr Brown, seconded by Cllr Micklethwait : there were no other proposals. The proposal was supported unanimously and Cllr Brown accepted (re)appointment.
 ITEM 2 :  ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR
2.1
The Chair called for proposals for the post of Vice Chair – the outgoing Vice Chair asked to be excused from this position.   Cllr Sykes proposed Cllr Falla, seconded by Cllr Harker.  It was then unanimously agreed that Cllr Falla should be appointed in absentia subject to his acceptance in due course.
ITEM 3 :   APOLOGIES :   There were none. 

ITEM 4 :  NOTICE OF REGISTRABLE INTERESTS – ISSUE OF FORMS
4.1
The Clerk provided each Member with the appropriate form and reminded all that these forms must be completed and made available to the Monitoring officer by 31st May.  The Clerk was content to arrange transmission.  (The Clerk also reminded members that they must return the completed Expenses Return direct to the Monitoring Officer by 2nd June -  nil returns needed.)
ITEM 5 :  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST :  There were none.

ITEM 6 :  CONFIRMATION OF STANDING ORDERS
6.1
Confirmation of the Standing Orders and, in particular, the undertakings on aspects such as racial Equality, Crime and Disorder and Freedom of information was proposed by Cllr Micklethwait, seconded by Cllr Quirk and agreed by all.  The Chair suggested that it would be appropriate to have members sign these orders and this was generally favoured: to be introduced when the S.Os are revised shortly to reflect the new Code of Conduct. 
ITEM 7 :  CONFIRMATION OF THE CLERK’S CONTRACT
7.1
Confirmation of the Clerk’s contract was proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Harker and agreed by all.
ITEM 8 :  





APPROVAL OF  PREVIOUS MINUTES
8.1
Approval of the minutes of the meeting on 19th April 07 was proposed by Cllr Withers,  seconded by Cllr Quirk and agreed by all.
ITEM  9 :   
MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES.    There were none.
ITEM  10 :   REPORT BY COMMUNITY EMERGENCY VOLUNTEER (CEV)
10.1
Mr Barry Caddick, CEV, reported that there were no major/new issues at present. He advised that he intended to attend a training event this year and that he would – as previously agreed  – seek to arrange that the next Exercise should be conducted jointly with Chute Forest Parish Council.
ITEM  11 :   CONFIRMATION OF APPOINTMENT OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES
11.1
After general discussion, on a proposal by Cllr Harker, seconded by Cllr Micklethwait and agreed by all, the current representatives were confirmed for the year as follow:-
KGPF
Management Committee : 
Mr Lee Merritt & Mr John.G. Burden (pre-consulted)
Chute Village Hall Committee :  
Cllr Eddie Quirk 

Chute Fete Cttee : 


Cllr S Falla 


Internal Auditor : 


Mr Barry Caddick


Community Emergency Volunteer : 
Mr Barry Caddick

Chute VDS cttee liaison                           Cllr J Sykes

ITEM  12 :   REPORT FROM PLAYING FIELD COMMITTEE
12.1
Acceptance of the report provided by Mr Rowan Cherrington (Cttee Chair) was proposed by Cllr Micklethwait, seconded by Cllr Withers and agreed by all.   Presentation of the Accounts for the previous year was now awaited.
ITEM  13 :   BUDGET FOR F/Y 2006/07 – FINAL OUTCOME
13.1
The Clerk/RFO advised that the figures would be (re)presented shortly in the form of the official accounts.  The key point to note was that the balance of £1937 carried forward to the current year was close to the value of £1963 forecast in the Precept for F/Y 2007/08.  This was judged acceptable and the position noted.  
ITEM  14 :   AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS FOR F/Y 2006/07
14.1
The Clerk/RFO advised that the accounts had been completed to meet the Audit Commission ideal timescale and made available to the Internal Auditor on 22nd April 07.  This was noted.

 ITEM  15 :   CLERK’S WORKING HOURS
15.1
It was noted that the average hrs/week for the previous 10 months (at 10.56) was reassuringly close to the 2007/08 Precept assumption of 10.4.
ITEM 16 :  APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS
16.1
£516.95 to Allianz Cornhill Insurers.  The Clerk/RFO advised that the cost exceeded Precept provision by £67 : due mainly to the review of property values undertaken by the Council in 2006/07. Payment of the premium was proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Micklethwait and agreed by all.
16.2
£100.71 NAC/WALC subscription.  Value for money was reviewed and, following input from the Clerk/RFO vis a vis assistance obtained with changes in the Audit Return for 2006/07, payment was proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Quirk, and agreed by all.
16.3
£10.00 GLEAM subscription.   It was agreed this continued to represent good VFM and payment was proposed by Cllr Harker, seconded by Cllr Withers and agreed by all.
ITEM 17 :  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
17.1
There were no matters outside those dealt with at the two recent extra-ordinary meetings. It was noted that the following two applications would be dealt with at an on-site at 11.00 on 19th May to enable input to meet KDC timescale:-

K/56486/F     5 New Buildings, Chute Cadley – linked accommodation

K/56584/Tr2  Land Opposite Jimila, Lower Chute – felling of tree.
ITEM 18 :
RESIDENCE LOCATION DATA-BASE (Emergency Services)
18.1
Action still in hand with Cllrs Sykes and Falla.  Action.
ITEM 19 :
OBJECTION TO B.T. POLE AT CADLEY GREEN
19.1
The Clerk noted that, subsequent to the discussion at the 5th April meeting,  he had sent a summary statement on the affair to KDC requesting their involvement and assistance dated 20th April 07 – acknowledged on 25th April).   KDC Cllr Peter Veasey had, expressed an interest in the affair and been provided with a copy of this submission.  The Chair emphasised that in essence BT Openreach had failed to follow ‘due process’ in their dealings with both District and Parish Council and, regardless of ultimate outcome, the least that should be obtained was adequate consultation/liaison by the Company – something which they had resisted from the outset.  KDC Cllr Peter Veasey confirmed that he would be looking into the matter.   To be kept under review.
ITEM 20 :
PROPOSED DIVERSION OF FOOTPATH 18 CHUTE
20.1
The Clerk advised that (subsequent to the 5th April Meeting) the Agent for Mr Todd had made informal (verbal) contact. He had been advised that the Council would be happy to attend any proposed on-site to discuss the matter but that it was not likely to be fruitful unless specific proposals to ‘improve/ preserve the quality of the area (Fosgate Field) - overlooking as it does the heart of the Upper Chute Conservation Area ‘ could be made and discussed.  This had been well received but no specific proposal for an on-site meeting had been received to date.
20.2
The approach taken by the Clerk was supported.  Given the time lag since the WCC letter 28 March 07) advising of their ‘neutral’ stance and suggestion of an on-site,  the Clerk was instructed to update WCC and avoid any misunderstanding by re-stating the Council’s current opposition, pending the outcome of any local liaison,  to the proposed diversion.   Action : Clerk
ITEM 21 :
ALLOTMENTS / ‘LONGVIEW’ BOUNDARY
21.1
The Chair and Cllr Sykes confirmed that they had liaised on this.  Cllr Sykes advised that Mr Harold Mustey (brother in-law) of the owner of ‘Longview’ had been told that the next step was for him to walk the ground on the Longview side with Cllrs and indicate precisely where it was proposed to erect the fence.  A final position could then be established.   Further contact from Mr H Mustey was currently awaited and, in the meantime the Chair and Cllr Sykes would be liaising further with Mr Bill Metrritt (Allotment holder) :  position was agreed by all.

ITEM 22 :
COMMUNITY WEB-SITE

22.1
In the absence of Cllr Falla,  review of this matter was postponed.

ITEM 23 :
‘ONE COUNCIL FOR WILTSHIRE’ : WALC CONSULTATION
23.1
After some discussion, and in view of the 30th May deadline, the Chair undertook to circulate (E.mail) the proposed response to be agreed ‘ex-committee’.   Action: Chair
ITEM 24 :
MATTERS RAISED AT PARISH MEETING ON 5 APRIL 07
24.1
Surface Drainage from  (Old) Tibbs Meadow – Adequacy.     Mrs Gwen Howard of 12 Tibbs Meadow had complained of water overflowing onto her land.   The Clerk reported that, acting as an intermediary, he had already raised this with WCC.  The Highways Engineer (Mr Paul Bollen) had since personally supervised the clearance of the principal drain, liaised directly with Mrs Howard, and had provided his business card so she might contact him direct if there were any recurrence.  The Clerk would have no further involvement unless Mrs Howard had difficulty with the response of WCC (which seemed unlikely).  This was accepted as fully satisfactory by all.

24.2
Trees on (Old) Tibbs Meadow boundary with Butts Hill – Condition.      Mrs Howard had also reported concern (shared with others including Mrs Tobutt of 10 Upper Chute) over the condition of one tree in particular in this short stretch.  The Clerk reported that there was some uncertainty over who had responsibility for these trees but, since safety was the immediate concern, he had obtained the assurance of an inspection by the KDC Arboricultural Officer asap.    Clerk to report further.  Action : Clerk
24.3
Litter Bin at Upper Chute Bus Shelter – Removal..     Parishioners had appreciated the action taken by the Clerk to have the bin emptied by KDC (finally) but were unhappy that it had now been removed.  The Clerk reported that following his intercession, KDC had now replaced the old bin with a new one.  All Content.
ITEM  25:



ANY OTHER BUSINESS
25.1
Councillors’ Training Day by WALC.    The value of this day (2 June) was appreciated but no Member could make himself available – future events to be watched.
25.2
‘Wiltshire Life’ Award to Mrs Rosemary Tobutt.   The Clerk drew attention to an Item in the April Issue of this magazine publicising the nomination of Rosemary for Carer of the Year Award.   He understood that she had in fact won and sought agreement to Parish Council support for a brief item in the Chronicle : this was unanimously and unreservedly given.  Action : Clerk
25.3





































The Vice Chair noted that the next meeting was scheduled for 28th June 2007 and, there being no further business, closed the meeting at 21.03.
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Signed


Dated


